themselves. The- events of the last
fifteen years, however, have shaken the
complacency of even their rulers and
scholars, so that these ngw admit the
expediency of grafting Western ideas
upon the ancient system of education
that was to endure to the end of time.
The great body of the people have been
profoundly stirred by the unexpected
PRI .“‘L Festiaid, ana signal tnumph_ of Japan over the

most populous of Western nations, and
s ~:§.‘l. .Ptl' Month...iieiivannnes YU 80 80 they seem to realize that unless China

: glt‘;)’f\‘;";f::f‘:u : learns all the things that have made
. DAILY ,\.antxm‘x’. Per Yeat Japan a first class Power and supreme

DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Month in the East their fate will be that of a

Vostage 10 forelgn countries added. race subject to either Japan or Russia.
s All checks, money orders, &c., to be made pay- | Of the new educational movement in
b able to THE SUN. China Professor PAUL S. REINSCH gives
i = e a familiar account in an article in the
A::fu'.'fﬁf: 3’&?&‘3‘3.5 l::'n::t‘ 1‘: ?n:’u:h%?\::: April number of the Atlantic Monthly.

of Manhattan, New York. President and Treas-| 1y ig g gubject upon which as a student
',",m t’;;,;”";':‘f:&r;‘ '2’,‘":,,:‘ 'AL.::,':;'";: of world politics as affected by the rise
Franklin Bartle(t, 5 Nassau street. of Japan he may be regarded as a com=-
= petent authority.
Professor REINSCH tells us that China
is in & greater hurry than ever Japan
was to get a modern education and
acquire the symbols of power. Follow-
ing the report of a commission in 1004
an edict was issued discontinuing the
literary examinations for office that
were hoary with 2,000 years of custom,
and about the same time a national
board of education was organized to
create a public school system and
introduce Western courses of study.
There are already kindergartens, lower
and upper primary schools, academies
and colleges in every province:

* In addition to the schools enumerated there
have also beesn established a large number of
agricultural and technical Institutions of various
grades, from the farming school. to which gradu-
ates of the primary school are admitted, to the
technical colleges, which require a much longer
preparation on the part of the students. There
are also normal schools and speclal schools for
law and political sclence. The latter are intended
especlally for the supplementary training of Gov-
ernment officials,. The natlonal board dealing
| with educational matters is under the hecadship

of JUNG CHING a progressive Manchu official.”

But the execution of the new plan of
education is not easy among a people
to whose assistance on several crucial ' ;]l;ze;r;:gthcomta:;cgglr;om}r};k;;d
ogcasions we have contributed OUr zlement of school funds is sometimes
ugt‘tlutshare.stoopmg. to.such offensive | charged by the native press; teachers
cif;\l:tr:‘?h::dﬂ::erzl:no:::iosed‘ Cne thing :;?:gelg' lt)‘(::icrot]::’;f i:nins‘:gil(:i:;czr
emerzes clear and defined as the real reason for ers are “c;t ur.lcommon: th;;o[l:upils them-
.::“‘“:;‘;“l;‘"f:‘:::;‘uh:;n::: d':d‘e:' B 10 telves “strike,” and worst of all the

i . | populace, inflamed by demagogues
1u tbese words the Governor of this | 3o9inst the new education, tear down
State :‘ifoi,)nt;;:n:‘ignoz;\txzz(;:)hﬂ;:s; school buildings in the rural districts.
paign A AR S But in the cities and towns the desire
abuse which haa been directed with in- | ¢4, 4 modern education and the ambi-
discriminating virulence against every | i., to excel in school work are almost
critic of his measure. Henceforth we|ga,,¢ical, if the term may be used, and
:'o“:lwnl::‘: not ‘:‘::"l‘)s:""’:a:“:hdef‘gs; the scholars are extremely proud of the
" TEum i uniform prescribed for them. Sui-
more we are to have the pleasing spec- | ;ijeq to impress upon a.community the
tacle of a rgform campaign going to the | aad of'funds for new schools are not
gutter for its ‘"}m‘m‘t“:% t:f repeat, |, misual, the victims leaving letters ap-
e e e g Psingfor conribuion,
1he right to expect better things from Japan ls. m_:tnely socking o coqtrol,
sl - or at least direct, the new educational
CHARUES Evi:s HUGHES. { movement, preparing and distributing
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kotered at the Post OfMce at New York as Second
Class Mall Alatter.

s London ofMce, EMngham House, 1 Arundel
Street, Strand. The dally and Sunday SUN are
on. sale In London at the American and Colo-
plal Exchange, Carlton street, Regent street,
end Daw's Steamship Agency, 17 Green street.
Lelcester Square,

Faris ofMce, 32 Rue Louls le Grand, The daily
snd Sunday editionsare on sale at Klosque 12, near
she Grand Hotel; Klosque 77, Boulevard des Cap-
Déines, corner Place de I'Opéra, and Klosque 19,
Boulevard des tallens, corner Rue Loulis le Grand.

" 17 our rriends who favor us with manuscripts for
publicalion wish to have rejected articles returned
they miust in all cases send stamps Jor that purpose.

b =
B oy The Governor at Buffalo.
' Confronted with the simple facts, we
i are forced to conclude that Governor
HUGHES last night rejected the honor-
able course of the statesman and elected
to follow a more devious trail. The
Governor's whole duty as well as his
unusual opportunity was to explain to
the people of the State that direct nom-
inations bill which his interest has in-
spired and for which his own efforts
must be the chief impulse. Beyond the
discharge of this duty no present sit-]
uation could warrant his going.

Iv is therefore with unaffected regret
that we find a man in whom we have
discerned many admirable qualities, and

Some News for Chairman Payne.

The Payne bill contains a provision
“for the imposition of a tax on coffee
equal in 2mount to any export tax im-
posed by a producing country. It is
charged that this hides a “joker,” that
the result would be a duty on coffee and
that the American consumer would be
compelled to pay both taxes, the export | learn and their credulity knows no
; and the import. An export tax is im- | bounds at present. The West may fur-
i posed by the coffee producing States of , nish instruction in technical matters,
Brazil, the chief source of American engineering, physical science, and so
supply. To the charge thus made Mr. |on, but “in the general interpretation
PAYNE replies that “such a result could {of cultural and philosophical ideas
not happen as other South American ; Japan will continue to hold a prominent
countries who are rivals of Brazil for | position in the Orient.”
the coffee trade of the United States do |
not impose, an export tax,” and these | New Deals for the Military ?
would therefore be able to undersell| (olonel GEORGE F. K. HARRISON of
Brazil, thus securing our trade or com- | the Coast Artillery Corps, U. S. A, died
pelling the Brazilian States to remove ! a¢ Old Point, Va., last Thursday night.
their export tax. | He had been retired some months ago

Mr. PAVNE is wrong. He would be | 55 4 consequence of the recently or-
right if Brazil's competitors were able | qained trial ride. Up to that time he
to supply our demand for coffee, but | haq for four years commanded at Fort
as & is Brazil is able to dictate ferms | Monroe. He was in full possession
almost abeolutely. The total world |o5f his faculties. No duty connected
production of coffee during the last| with his service as commandant re-
four years is reported as 68,733,900 bags | quired him to use a horse; but the riding
of 132 pounds cach. Brazil was the | yogt was ordained, it turned out that he
source of nearly 80 per cent. of the en- | paq heart disease, and he was put on the
tire quantity. The United States alone | ratired list at the age of 57 or 58, six
§ consumes nearly twice as much coffee | yoqrg before his time.

as is produced in all the countries of the | hether the test ride had anything

world excepting Brazil.  Moreover an |, do with the result can only be con-

export tax on coffee is an important | jactured. Uptothat moment, however,

source of revenue to most if not all hg geemed to be in perfect health: he
. of the Latin American countries in|was no more required to scamper fif-
which the berry is produced for export. | teen or twenty miles on horseback than
| In addition to these influences there is | ¢, climb the Washington Monument or

the fact that the coffees of other coun-| manipulate an aeroplane, and for all
|  tries are of better grades than the great | wo know to the contrary he might have
. bulk of the Brazilian product and com- | gone on indefinitely in the discharge of
mind higher prices. The export tax|pjg duty at Fort Monroe or at some
of the Brazilian States is an ad valorem | othor coast defence. He had several
‘| tax amounting to about three-quarters | voarg to serve, and he was undoubtedly
of a cent a pound. In addition to this | capable of meeting all fhe legitimate
there is the surtax of nearly half a|jemands of his occupation, or so it ap-
cent a pound imposed under the valori- | hegred at that time. The question is
zation scheme. - whether the ride developed his com-

The operation of the provision of the | 1qint; and that can never be satisfac-
Payne bill would unquestionably result | torily settled now. The fact remains
in the imposition of about one and one- | i1,4¢ he was forced to undergo a strain
quarter cents a pound on all except a| which nothing in the ordinary course of
comparatively small percentage of the | hig duties called for, and tothat unneces-
coffee imported. Competition Wwould |gary siress he may or may not have
not compel the States of Brazil to|gyccumbed. Certainly his death fol-
change their present system. Brazil's |owed close upon the equestrian com-
grip on the world’s coffce pot is about | patition, which is all we really know.
as tight as the grip of the United States | * 1q it not about time to introduce into
on raw cotton, and is much stronger!,yr military service some standards
then Mr. PAYNE'S grasp of the coffee |that at least savor of practical sanity?
question. In both the army and the navy there is

rers of all ,
The Significant Educational Move-' ’rrr;\o;l ?:; (:vﬂ‘i‘r::lrlh; ‘;!0:;";::"&(:];'&:::‘;
ment in China, |

| vigorous men to the front is beyond
The Chinese, fitting themselves to be | controversy, but is there any reason
a modern people and a world power, | why those of ripe experience and pro-
are so terribly in earnest about the |longed service should be retired? If
matter that while the observer may feel | they should be retired, who is to re-
like laughing atsome ludicrousaspectsof | place them? Some must gallop with
the educational movement he is sobered | their troops, and others live upon the
5 when he reflects that if the Chinese |bridge, yet there are still those who,
make as much progress as the Japa-

qualified by long familiarity, are com-
n.se have done under the influence of | petent to discharge duties of which the
ideas it will soon be China,

o o youngsters have no conception what-
4 mot Japan, that the white race|ever. There is a place for the athlete
must reckon with.

and a place for the student and the

We are prone to regard the Chinese | philosopher. Our military service is

as 8o bound by tradition, so benighted | many sided. 1t calls for many talents.

and so gervile to authority that it is im- | If active officers are needed here, cx-
possible to conceive of them as moved

perienced officers are needed there,
by an impulse to reform and better | Some prance und riot on the firing line,

raphies and scientific apparatus”; but,
strange to say, Germany is also on the
alert to turd the situation to her advan-
tage for trade and political purposes.
In the opinion of Professor REINSCH
the Chinese will have to suffer for some
time from “the ravages of pseudo-
science,” for they are most eager to

| “tons of school books, histories, geog- |

O R T ot

the others rest in swivel chairs to ani-
mate and energize their juniors. It is
a progression. The captains of to-day
are the graybeards of to-morrow, but
all fit into their places and all have
useful duties to perform.

As we see it, these athletic tests are
both harmful and mischievous. They
throw no light upon the individual's
professional ability. They merely cer-
tify that he is qualified for miscella-
neous and unmeaning acrobatics.

SHall not the tests of competency in
the army and the navy now contemplate
some standard other than that of calis-
thenics?

‘

The Second Battle of Hastings.

We have a misty recollection of hav-
ing learned at great expense from
EADWARD—as he would spell it—Au-
GUSTUS FREEMAN that the Battle of
Hastings, famous for TAILLEFER and
WiLLiAM the Conquestor and other
ancestors of “prominent” American
families, was or ought to be called the
Battle of Senlac. May that illustrious
historian “who has revived for ‘us the
savage manners of our ancestors” not
growl from the shades if we mention
the second Battle of Hastings, the Wild
Route to Hastings, perhaps it should
be called, which was fought or followed
by those gilt edged warriors the Scots
Guards on St. Patrick’'s day. The
English papers almost honk over this
“dash” t., Hastings or thereabouts to
repel an imaginary but awful invader.
Let us suppose that WiLLIAM the Concus-
sor has landed at Hastings. Automo-
bilize the automobile corps. Up, Scots
Guards, and at 'em! “A whole battalion
of the Guards, with their guns, ammu-
nition, medical stores, tools, food,
water, blankets and other stores at full
war strength.” Foreign military at-
tachés, devilwagoners all, have been in-
structed by their Governments to watch
this great automobilization. So the
secretary of the Automobile Club, the
happiest man anywhere in England that
day, tells us.

Automobilized were 286 cars; “char-
iots” would seem more fitting. You
hear them bang and clang over Black-
friar's Bridge, Westminster Bridge, Vic-
toria Bridge, to the Crystal Palace, and
thence at 9:30 sharp on to:

* Beckenham, Bromley, TFarmborough, Ilal-
stead Statlon, Sevenoaks, Tonbridge, Pembury,
Lamberhurst, Flimwell, Hurst Green, Roberts-
bridge, Kent Street, Silver Hlll, St. Leonards
Hastings.”

On, on, not stopping at Sevenoaks to
see Mr. PENDENNIS, superior to the
| solicitations of that bitter beer which
is gradually swamping the House of
Lords. See, with a charmed reporter’s
eye, a housemaid “waving a duster en-
thusiastically” as “car after car loaded
with Guardsmen in their gray over-
coats” shot by. “Well known war cor-
respondents” were whizzing about in
their cars—lucky dogs—surveying the
scene, as they survey all scenes, with “a
critical eve.” The men were wrapped
{up in “big brown army blankets.” The
day was bitter, but the order was per-
| fext. The dashers and repellers had
been allowed to smoke a pipe or cigar-
ette before the start. As for the press,
this was its proudest day:

* Over fifty fast and Juxurinus cars, for the
most part powerful touring cars up to date In
all respects, were placed at the dlsposal of the
general staff and other officers of the press by
members of the Automoblle Assoclation, and
were unfcttered by vexatious regulations save
those perhaps of necessity and convenlence.
“Chese formed an extra section which was per-
mitted to travel iadependently of the columns,
i and was accordingly distingulshed bv special

flags, the oMcers utlliizing the Unlon Jack, and the
preas care a black snd white emblem.”

| What will that brute KITCHENER
i think of this tenderness to correspon-
dents? If this relenting attitude of
the military officials seems surprising,
almost incredible is the assertion
that the motor buses were held up.
Surely even the Thane of Skibo must
speak well of a form or game of war
which interrupts for a time the savage
amusements of those demon coaches
which threaten to kill and have already
deafened most of London.

Well, Hastings and lunch were reached
shortly after 1 o'clock and the motor
| transports were safely moored. To all
our martial friends, the Putnam Phalanx,
the Governor’'s Foot (GGuards, the Amos-
keag Veterans, the Worcester Conti-
nentals, we commend this convenient
way of making a campaign. War so
engaged in is a pudding, roads and
weather permitting, and baiting sta-
tions not too far apart.

What's Doing in Porto Velho.

The Porto Velho Weekly Times,
printed in Porto Velho de Santo An-
tonio, Brazil, has a sworn Sunday cir-
culation of thirty-two copies, all re-
turiur, exchanges, &c., deducted. Its
subscription rates are nothing a year,
six months half price, and single copies
free. 'The number before usis in Amer-
ican typewriter, and the art supplement
shows a panoramic view of Porto Velho.
The business office announces that ad-
vertiging rates are free, and

“ It pays to advertise In the 7imee, It has the
largest clirculation In Porto Velho and Santo
Antonio,”

Porto Velho is the home of the Amer-
icans who are building a railway through
the jungle from the Madeira River in
Brazil to the Mamoré River in Bolivia.
The line is to be 250 miles long, and fifty
miles will be completed by the end of
June. In the rainy season ships draw-
ing twenty-five feet of water can sail
up Rio Madeira 1,700 miles to Porto
Velho, and the new road will bring out
the rubber from Bolivia. Being inhab-
ited by Americans, Porto Velho has poli-
tics. The opposition won. The Times
greets the incoming administration:

“As a man and a boss carpenter we have the
greatest respect and admiration for Mr, MuRraY,
but as a Mayor--No!

*“We hear that he has an itching palm, and that
| he 1s ambitious.

[ “The 1des of March are approaching, so be-
ware, Mr. Mayor, beware!

“|Fditor's Note.—Of course, we do not suppose
any one In Porto Velho will understand that last,
but as It sounds well we put it In.]"”

A matler of importance as affecting
the entire community:
“We hear that the Misses SCAWRINFURTR and

g
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river, they having fnished their contract here.
1t is with much regret we learn this sad news,
as the few bright spots In the lives of most of us
Portovelhoins are our frequent though enforced
visits to Candelaria. Now there will be no at-
traction there and we will start taking qQuinine
agaln so as to prevent the fever.”

Here are a few extracts from the
“sporting column” of the Times:

“The Mayor and his licutenant are engaged
in a struggle for supremacy over a cribbage
board. This seems to be thelr first attempt
in this line—their former efforts being direoted
in somewhat less strenuous undertakings. What
next. we wonder—pingpong or croquet?

“There Is nothing like extremes—the Elephant
Hunter is located at Porto Velho now and spends
his time in fNghting mosquitoes.

“We have another champlonship to fight over
now in Porto Velho. Who Is the champion qui-
nine destroyer? Mr. KNaAPP lays claim to the
title and challenges all comers.”

A clubhouse is being huilt, and in it
concerts are to be given, games played
and the social life of the community
enriched. But “Persoral Mention and
Otherwise” calls:

“JERRY is going on his vacation soon. When
next we see Mr. CONN he will be a blushing bride.

“ He Is golng td be married and his family will
reside In Porto Vdlho.

“ What a lucky girl his wife will be, with a huse
band to do sll the washing! Good luck, JERRY!

“ Dr. EMRICK and H. F. MEYERS went on an
exploring expedition up Mosquito Crecek in a little
134 canoe one day last week.

“The doc did the rowing and the engineer
the paddling, and it is reported that they were
both scared stff when the boat commenced to
wabble.

* A man was found drowned near Camp 8 one
day laast week. Ho was a native of Uruguay.

“On Thursday last Mr. LissNER's sloth skin
had another alring.

“Judge Dane Is certalnly a persistent fisher-
man. He ls seen standing for hours on the banks
of the estuary dangling a line, but he always walts
till after dark to bring those minnows home.

“Mr. PICKNTT earned the name of ‘rough rider
last week at Candelaria.

“However, he got on that mule agaln, after
being kicked off,

“Mr. BENTZ has been appointed by the Mayor

|THE 100NOCLASTIC FUTURISTS.

When Gustave Courbet “urged forty
yeara ago that a'vast bonfire should be
made of the Louvre and all its contenta
he was expressing a sentiment not pecu-
liar to himself or to his generation. Not
a few artists and literary men in Europe
have from time to time inveighed against
the inherited treasures of the ages as a
deadening burden on present effort, and
the idea comes up again in a manifesto
published in Italy and France by a group
of young writers. In apite of the para-
doxical violence of its language this docu-
ment has attracted serious attention in
both countries. The Paris Figaro repro-
duced it verbatim, with a prefatory note
to this effect: “Monsieur F. T. Marinetti,
the Italian and French poet of remarkable
and passionate talent, supported by a
pleiad of enthusiastic disciples, has just
founded the school of ‘Futurism,’ whose
theories far surpass in boldness those of
any previous or contemporary school.”
That mature poet and dramatist M. Ed-
mond Harancourt appreciated the “Fu-
turists” in the Gaulois as follows:

1 have no taste for attacking windmills, how-
ever noisy, but the poets of this school are men
of unquestionable abllity, and 1 am ready to
bellevein thesincerity of thelriconoclasm. More-
over, they are not alone in their abolitionist mood:
we are growing accustomed to eloquent appeals
to destroy everything. However outrageous such
views may appear, it would be a mistake to dis-
miss them with a smile.

The manifesto reads somewhat rante
ingly, but, as M. Harancourt points out, it
seems to spring from a real need and a
genuine intention. Here are some ex-
tracts from it:

We mean to extol the love of danger, aggres-
siveness, feverish Insomnia, the athletic step,
the leap before you look, the box on the ears and
the blow of the fsat.

We proclaim that the beauty of life has beea
enriched by a new splendor—that of speed: a
racing automoblie is loveller than the Winged
Victory.

We would destroy museums, libraries, &o.,
and dellver all countries, but especially Italy,
from the gangrene of professors, archeologians,
clcerones and antiquarians.

We would rid the land of the museums that
cover it llke cemeteries. Toadmire an old picture
Is to pour your sensibllity Into a funeral urn Iinstead
of projecting it bravely Into the living future,
Would you waste your best forces in a futlie

captain of the Port. Mr. BEXYZ has had id-
erable cxperience in this iine, having served his
time as captaln of the port of Butte, Mon.

“Miss Coorxr is up the line visiting friends,
but is expected down to-day.

“There were fourteen deaibs reported during
the month of January, but no white man suc-
cumbed.”

Here is the weather report, giving
some notion of the climatic conditions
under which the Times is produced:

“Ralnfall, '00, to date, 25.13.

“Rainfall, 08, to date, 24.77.

“Mean temperature, February 1, ‘08, to Febru-
ary 1, '09, between hours of 6:30 A. M, and 6:30
P. M., 81.4.

“Highest temperature at Porto Velho for years
1908-9 to date, 9* F

“Lowest temperature at Porto Velho for same
period, 60° F.

“Water level to-day 93.21M.

“Water level February 27, '08 94.70M.

“Dighest known level 93.94M.

“dighest level 1908, 95.30M."

Not an entirely attractive spot in
which to turn out a four page news-
paper after office hours. The editor is
not unmindful of the discomforts he
and his friends endure:

“Alr. CROOKSHANK, formerly foreman of Camp
&, leaves for New York and Mexico to-day.

“Mr. BOYKIN also leaves soon for Gobp's
Country.”

The Porto Velho Times is worth read-
| ing, which is more than can be said for
many publications produced under less
discouraging circumstances.

The question: “Resolved, That all cor-
porations engaged in interstate com-
merce should be compelled to take out
a Federal charter” was put through the

DoTLe Intend Lo leave on the fArst boat d”ll

mills of logic (the collegiate, intercol-
| legiate variety) at Cambridge, New Haven
]nnd Princeton simultaneously on Friday
night. In this triangular contest Harvard
beat Yale at Cambridge, Yale beat Prince-
ton at New Haven, and Princeton beat
Harvard at Princeton. In each of the
three debates the negative uide won.

An analytic report of the logomachy at
Cambridge indicates that the afiirmative
argument turned upon “the evils of State
incorporation by which one State with lax
incorporation laws can injure the business
of all other States.” The negative argu-
ment that did the work was “overcen-
tralization.” Probably Yaleat New Haven
and Princeton at Princeton followed the
same route to the favor of the judges;
these are the obvious pros and cons of
the subject.

The sweeping victory of the negative
might have made in itself a fair argument,
despite the alleged intellectual immorality
of academic debate; but the argument’s
edge is dulled and the sport is bad if ‘the
home team always wins.

Merely in the interests of clarity we
suggest to the Hon. JESSE PHILLIPS that
he call his primary bill secondary.

We observe with kindly interdt the
bill introduced by the Hon. EDGAR TRU-
MAN BRACKETT »f Saratoga providing
that the State shail acquire the mineral
springs at Saratoga and create there, as
was done at Niagara Falls, 2 State reserva-
tion, at a cost of $1,000,000. The Senator
from Saratoga is never more interesting
than when he is devising some original
method for the enrichment of the State.

Senator BRACKETT'S bill to preserve
the Saratoga springs provides for the ap-
pointment of a commigsion to acquire the
properties, by condemnation or purchase,
at a cost not exceeding $1,000,000. The
members of the commission must serve
without salary. The revenue derived from
the sale of the waters will be turned in to
the State treasury, and it is asserted that
the revenue thus derived will be sufficient
not only to operate and maintain the
properties but to pay the interest and a
substantial payment every year on the
sum invested.

Those who know Saratoga mineral
waters declare that their medicinal prop-
erties are just as strong now as ever.

For the Pun xsutawney Mansion of Happiness.
To THR FEOITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: 11 you will
admit married couples to the Hall of Fams I
desire to propose the names of Ringer Moble
and Miss Flora Wusunset, who were Joined In
wedlock here to-day. C. H. Frmas.
PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa., March 25.

The Wirst Tariff.
Adam had just finished the apple.
“1 suppose,” he sald bitterly. “I am now quall-
fed as a consumer.”
Herewith he awalled with resignation a tax on
g leaves.

Effect.
The Robln—When I sing men take off thelr
flannela.
The Cuckoo Clock—When 1 sing men take off
thelr shoes.

The Sabugban Crime.
Mrs, Knlcker—What became of Bridget?
Mrs. Subbubs—Cooknapped.

retr ive ecstasy from which you can only
emerge worn out aand diminished? The dally
haunting of galleries and Iibraries may do for
moribund Invalids, but not for the young. for the
virile, for the heirs of the future. Let the kindly
Incendlaries come, then! Let the canals be turned
into the museums!

The complaint of these manifestants
is not that the omnipresence of old mas-
terpieces preventa the publioc from notic-
ing their modern productions, but that
this “great cloud of witnesses® hypno-
tizes the artists themselves, comes be-
tween them and life, separates them from
nature, diverts their creative energy into
a sort of catacomb. Leopardi once said
that no man ocould posaibly attain to
greatness if when he reached his twenty-
fifth year his father was still alive. The
manifestants speak in one passage ex-
actly in that sense. They say: “Our
subjection to this dominating presence
of the past is like that of a youth burning
to be up and doing in the wide world, but
held back in tute o/

The instinctive experience of such men
of talent as Courbet and Marinetti, who
have felt in their own lives the weight of
that tremendous hypnotizing shadow,
cannot, as M. Harancourt says, “be dis-
missed with a smile.” To yield fresh har-
vests must not every field be more or less
cleared of the vestiges of past crops?

Of course, the question is many sided.
Europe is always objecting to our at-
tempts at artistioc innovation that we
neglect the indispensable factor of con-
tinuity or unbroken tradition. Here as
in most other places the matter is of
degree. If weneed more numerous tangi-
ble evidences of the past, these French and
Italian artiste feel that they require more
of our “tabula rasa.”

Reported Sentiments of Mr. Taft Cone
cerning Direct Nominations.

To THE EDITOR OoF THE SUN—3Sir: Your
editorial article of to-day about the rela-
tions of the resident and Mr. Root to the
direct primary plan for which Governor
Hughes stands sponsor is a just criticism
of those who attribute motives to their
adversaries instead of answering their
arguments.

Senator Root occupies such a position in
this State that he can answer these critics—
directly or indirectly. The President, on
the contrary, is by precedent if not by
law prohibited from challenging those who
attack himn covertly, especially on matters
of State policy, especially a State in which
he has no personal interest.

It happened that 1 had a talk with Mr.
Taft last December, when he was visited by
Senator Fulton of Oregon, where the direct
nomination act created the anomaly of forc-
ing members of the Legislature to pledge
themselves to suppolt the most popular
candidate, no matter what his party. Mr.
FFulton told Mr. Taft that his downfall had
been accomplished by winning for the suc-
cessful nominee, Mr, Cake, through the
votes of Democrats at the Republican pri-
mary. The Oregon law made this possible,
and the proposed Hughes act would do the
same in this State.

Mr. Taft, commenting on the matter, said
that he was sorry to see such a situation
arise. He had no interest in direct nomi-
nations and no prejudice against them.
e did, however, say that he felt that all
such laws should be so drawn as to exclude
members of any party from voting at the
primaries of another. That was his atti-
tude,

His own record as an opponent of a vul-
gar machine speaks for itself as against the
recently converted Hinman and the sophis-
tries of the Governor of New York.

The reduction of the time in which a man
may ally himself with a political organiza-
tion is one of the gravest perilsin the Hughes
act, and will, in my opinion, lead to results
similar to those which increased the Demo-
cratic representation in the Senate at the
hands of A Republican Legislature. D.

New Yorg, March 25.

Queen Mdhlovakezl. the Female Elephant.
From the Pall Mal! Cazette.

Somehow or other one expects a country with
such a name as Swaziland to be happy, and sure
enough, Mr. Coryndon, the Commissioner of the
country, who Is just leaving on his retura to
Mbabane, the capital, and has just been through
the Inevitable Interview, paints a rosy picture.
The country, he says, has never been more pros-
perous than at present, and he indirectly attrib-
utes this state of things to the wisdom, simplicity
and alertness of the Chlef Regent, a lady happy
in the appellation of Mdhlovukezl, which {s,
being Interpreted, the Female Clephant. For
twenty-five years she has administered justios
from her native kraal and been a loyal friend of
Pongland., \When she travels in state her coach
is a cart drawn by six mules: and her retinue of
chiefs and natives ls on the grand scale one would
expect from a lady of her name,

First Fare on the Comet.
I'rom the Glasgow Herald.

Dr. John Inglls remembers a conversation
with an old gentleman who clalmed to have
been the first to pay passage money on board
the first passenger steamer Iin Furope--the his-
toric Comet. The vOoyage undertaken was from
ths Broomielaw to Daimulr—-fourpence now by
tramway car—and the fare was four shillings!
1t was taken by Henry Bell himyelf, the Comet
was stopped and walted for half an hour uil
Bell and his passenger adjourned to an Inn,
where the first fare wet the toast of prosperity to
the ploneer passenger steamer,

The Spring Sanctnary.

Mrs. Knicker—! always plan my clgthes in
chureh.

ZELAYA'S ARBITRARY RULE.

A Dark Ploture of Conditions in Nicar-
agua by an American Observer.

To Tae Eprror or Tue Bun—8ir: The
Emery claim, which is now the subject of
sharp debate between the State Depaft-
ment and President Zelaya of Nicaragua,
is explained as follows: The Emery Com-
pany of Boston acquired some years ago a
concession of the sole right to cut and ex-
port mahogany and cedar from a greal
part of -the Atlantic slope. The contract
of comcession provided that in case of the
breach of certain duties to be performed
by the concessionary the concession would
be null. All disputes were to be settled by
arbitration and the award of the arbitra-
tors was to be final.

Some time ago the Government of Nicar-
agua asserted that by reason of the breach
of some of these duties the concession had
lapsed. A board of arbifration was con-
gtituted to try the question of nullity and
found that although the Emery Company
had been guilty of some trifling breaches
of duty the Government was not at.that
time entitled to ask for a declaration of
nullity because with knowledge of all the
facts it had asked and received certain
advance payments of stumpage dues.
When the period for which these advance
payments had been made expired the Gov-
ernment contended that the arbitrators’
finding of breach of duty came into effect
to cancel the concession, and the President
decreed cancellation and seized the boats
and other property of the concessionary.
He held them till an American man-of-war
called and insisted on their release.

The Emery Company disputed the con-
struotion of the finding of the arbitrators
and maintained that in accordance with
the laws and the Constitution of Nicaragua
the President was not entitled to act without
a judgment of the competent Judges of the
judicial branch of the Government, and
that cancellation of the concession and
detention of property were wrongful and
illegal and without redress in Nicaragua.
The State Department intervened to ar-
range an arbitration to be presided over by
Mr. Creel, then Mexican Am or. It
is this arbitration to which Zelaya is reluc-
tant to submit. The issue is of denial of
Justice. :

A more flagrant abuse of law and justice
has been suffered by those engaged in the
banana industry, which because it pro-
vides a regular steamship service to the
United States is the most important in the
country. In 1904 two steamship companiee¢
were running to Bluefields, one from New
Orleans and the other from Mobile. Both
were sending their ships seventy miles up
the Escondido River, which had been freely
navigated by ocean ships for a quarter of
a century at least. [n 1904 an agent of the
banana trust in alliance with a New Orleans
company procured from Zelaya a conces-
sion of the sole right to navigate the river
for twenty-five years, and the concession
carried the right to buy all bananas pro-
duced in the country at prices not in fact
exceeding the cost of production. This
concession, the independent interests de-
clared, was unconstitutional and an out-
rageous abuse of acquired rights. The
President did not permit these questions
to be determined by the courts.

Although the Constitution declares that
no one is to be deprived of the sacred right
of defence and that to the Judges belongs
exclusively.the functionof passing and exe-
cuting judgment, Zelaya sent soldiers to
prevent the Mobile company from loading
bananas and to destroy fruit ready for
loading. The Mobile company was bank-
rupted by this high handed act. Later the
Supreme Court condemned the concession-
ary to pay $22,000 for having solicited the
Executive to intervene. To prevent exe-
cution of this judgment Zelaya removed the
record from the custody of the courts and
forbade judicial activity. Later still, after
the judicial reproof referred to, the Presi-
dent again forcibly intervened to prevent a
Canadian company from navigating the
Escondido, although this company had
spent large sums and had been exercising
the freedom of navigation long before the
grant of the concession, v .

These experiences are said to be typical
of Zelaya's long course of despotic disregard
of law and justice, under which confldence
has been destroyed and the flow of capital
has ceased, while those foreign investors
who entered relying on the guarantees of
the Constitution have been impoverished
or ruined out and out.

Malevolent despotism has taken a wider
and more destructive sweep. 1n 1904
Zelaya began a career of concession grant-
ing so gross and extravagant as to be
scarcely credible as the work of any one
but a madman or a bandit. There was a
concession to his farm foreman of the sole
right to export coacoanuts—other persons to
have the right to export onpaying four dol-
larsa thousand totheconcessionary. Nearly
all the concessions hereinafter enumer-
ated were operated and intended to be oper-
ated in the same way, and their owners

industry. There were concessions of the
sole right to catch turtles and fish, to ex-
port \cattle, indigo, tanbark and bananas;
conceasions of the sole right to sell whiskey,
tobacco, cigars, salt, matches, coal oil,
gasolene, ammunition, powder, dynamite
and all mining explosives; concessions of
the sole right to kill cattle and sell beef,
and to collect ten cents a pound on all erude
rubber exported, which cost about one hun-
dred dollars and yielded between $30,000
and $40,000 a year until it kilied the rubber
business: concessions of the sole right to
navigate all rivers on which any commerce
existed; concessions of the sole right to
prospect for precious metals and to develop
niines; regulations to create a monopoly
of the handling of native foodstuffs; high
duties and regulations to create a monopoly
for a nail factory and a sugar plantation,
as a result of which nails sell at fourteen
cents and raw sugar, dirty and wet, at seven
to eight cents gold a pound; regulations
to enable political favorites to levy graft on
all purchases of public lands.

There were also corrupt grants of privi-
leges. Blueflelds is situated across a lagoon
five miles from the custom house, where
all imported goods are liquidated. In 1903
it had been decreed that all goods which
had passed through the custom house
should be reexamined on landing in town.
A concession was granted to a favorite to
construct a building where this reexamina-
tion was to take place, and the right was
granted to collect charges which were esti-
mated to yield $15,000 a year at ieast. The
building cost $15,000. A popular clamor
having arisen against the charges and the
inconvenience, the Government abolished
the whole scheme and took over from the
concessionary the building, agreeing to
make for twenty-flve years monthly pay-
meonts sscurad by a suriax of 5 per cent
on the duties of the port, which if capi-
talized would aggregate nearly $500,000 in
United States money. All these things and
many more were done in deflance of the
most rigid constitutional prohibition of
monopolies.

The natural and inevitable result has
been to strangle industry and to destroy
native and foreign capital and savings
The Nicaraguan dollar is worth less than
10 cents. = 'Ten years ago it was worth 40
cents. The whole country has been re-
duced (o abject poverty. The reflexes
and reactions in their effects on the politi-
%.oj‘ :"ge E‘;’r‘{’.’l character of the people have

For thirty vears
Zelaya Nicaragua hﬂ?‘%’."en"'."z ‘.,",‘.'32' o,{
decent and well ordered society was grow-
ing up. This society Zelaya made no oory
to conciliate. On the contrary ’lo sought
to destroy it. By fines and conflscations
without any color of judicial right he im-

verished it, and by persecution he exfled
he men to the neighboring republics, leav-
ing the women and children to subsist as
they could. 1lnjust repression, by arous-
'nfhpmlonlto resentment, made for war
rather than peace. Year after year there
was attempted revolution, generall
b‘ the emigrados in their place o¥
'he emigrado is the key and the explana-
tion of Zelaya’s troubles with his nef gbors
To check the political activity of tﬁe emi-
grados, he has for years been threatening
and quarrelling with Costa Rica. Honduras
and Salvador. His reputation in the
uglnr,eg‘ lstn't;]n':nl g rtou h and ready states-
Tmcrlcu L] undqur\’&.or unifying Central

Enicker—And I plan my 0sh stories.

Am
Nsw YORX, March 37, " RESIDENT.

became the parasitic or trencher friends of | f

MORAL TEST FOR VOTERS.

Let the Good Men and Wemen Vete, and
Exclude All Others.

To TeE ED1TOR OF THE SUN—-Sir: Albert
R. QGallatin seems to think that if women
were allowed to vote the so-called “unfor-
tunate” class would predominate at the
polls. How many men would vote il the
elective franchise depended on moral
qualifications? It ought to be so. Our
country would be safar if in the hands of
its moral clitizens of both sexes.

It is my belief that men and women rise
to like “heights of spirituality.” Why do
we hark back to the days of chivalry when
a few women were placed on pedestals but
woman as & whole was left Lo work out her
own salvation? Was not Don Quixote
enough to show the world the fallacy of
such reasoning? If men have worshipped
heroines women have worshipped heroes,
and probably both have fallen far short
of the ideal. This is the twentieth century,
not the Middle Ages. A new knighthood
is open to all men who will help all women
by giving them the opportunity to reach
tihnt (I’ule%hent destiny for which they were

t i

nﬁgw many “unfortunates” would thers
be it all women had an equal oppor-
tunity for education and for earning a
decent wage at work khnt would not rob
the body of vitality? \When a woman
fallen to that class she has no chance to
leave it and mln{le among her sisters placed
on estals. his cold fact hardens the
“unfortunate,” and that iswhy she is "harder
to deal with ands less susceptible to reform
than criminals of the opposite sex.” There
is nothing for her to look forward to once
she has stepped from the beaten path.

A comparatively recent book called “Tha
Standing Evil” declares that women whosa
work compels them to stand all day, after
a few years of such work are incapable
of becoming mothers. This {s a startling
statement and the whole world needs to
consider it. If industrial oonditions are
such that it is necessary for woman to work
outside of the home, and if that work ia a
menace to her health and future happiness,
g‘n any wonder that she wishes to take a

nd in a government which will not su?p
the laws requir for her_ protection?
Chivalry indeed! In time we shall find that
laws made by men for men alone will bring
their own Punl-hment if not upon th
generation then upon the next.

Women will agree with me when [ n\y
that they are happier in a home with chil-
dren o them.
women who work look forward to marriage
as the door through which they may escape
the drudgery of their sordid lives. Yet
the ideally hu?py home luMu given to
comparatively few women. en they see
youth departing and ahead of them only

ears of unceasing toil to keep soul and

ody together, {s {t any wonder they are
restless and seek a remedy? Is it any
wonder that the{ hope to alleviate their
misery through the elective franchise?

ifa toY is held where a baby cannot &oc
it he will cry for it. We are making the
women cry for the bal'ct, and perhaps mak-
ing ourselves look as ridiculous as we think
they do. Let us give them a trial and gees
what they will do. We didn’¢ th

their own about o8t

We ask L]
negroes whether they all wanted the ballot,

we HORACE NANSCOT.
JERsEY CiTY, March

26.
RELIGIOUS FAITH CONSTANT.

Not Greatly Affected by Inquiries Cen-
cerning the Mystery of Life.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Ido
not see that religious faith is in @ more
criticai stage as regards its positive values
than former!y. Even if we give up the
supernatural—a notion which seems to
assume that the “natural” is in some sort
of opposition to a whole of spiritual life—we
still have an infinity of experience behind
and before us. Historic perspectives he Ip
to measure this experience, but they hardly
change the basic problems.

Xsthetic analogies are suggestive. A
famous art scientist and anthropologist
says that taste “is largely based upon per-
sonal likes and dislikes, and it is difficult
to see what sure ground there can be which
would be co mmon to the majority of peopls. *
Yet in taste, as in “natural” morals, con-
stant average experience counts with the
philosopher asrecording more or less perma-
nent characters or laws to be systematized
in scientific theory. No one disputes the
reality of the experience or calls it entirely
“subjective”; although our anthropologist
may give up the @msthetic side of art to
“turn to a more promising fleld of inquiry”
—the biological.

In the same way religious experience,
where duly authenti in history, is a
reality which half jts critics cannot measure
for want of sym?cthetlc imagination. A
man with no fee inq for the organic or
elemental beauty of life in itself, which it
is the chief end of art to image, cannot, see
beauty reduced to its lowest terins in sheer
realé:f" as in such a “still life” as Rem-
bra ‘t

8 slaughtered ox in the Louvre, but
only in some associative connection with
vaguer, more personal and more atten-
uated feelings. To thousands of such
people art, whether in literary, musical
or visual form, has little positive effect;
and an erroneous conclusion, “subjective”
enough, is drawn as to the absolute hu-
man value of the sense for beauty.

That exact knowledge must begin In
doubt does not mean that it must end in
despair of estimating in some proportion
the psychic or spiritual facts of life, re-
ligious experience being perha the most
important of them in ita practical effects.
To the student a capacity of art to adapt
itself to every psychic crisis is no less marked
than its essential conservatisin of the deep-
est natural instincts. As the life of any
aith, as of any art, seems to be in a free
apprehension and & common human pur-

and ministry in some ideal direction.

.do not see how a mere shifting of the
mysteries of the universe from beyond the
stars to nearer home can change the aspita-
tion for an ideal : R.

NeEw Yorg, March 27.

Death Blow to the Payne Bill.
From the speech of the Hon., Morris Sheppard of
Teras in the Congressionit Record. 4

Mr. Chairman, the Payne tariff bill is a delib-
erate betrayal of the American people. 1t is a
fresh lllustration of the perfidy of the Republican
party. Itisanew evidence of the fact that effec-
tive tariff relief is impossible so long as the Repub-
lican party retains control of the American Gov -
emment. It is at once the clumsiest and most
{mpudent measure In American politioal history.
1t Is a characterisilc Republican reply to the
prayers of the people for justice In Federal taxa-
tion. 1t is the crowning infamy of fAfty years
of Republican tariffs, signalizing the supremacy
of monopoly, the corruption of government, the
degradation of the Republic. [Applause.]

The tari(f declaration In the Republican plat-

form gives the protected intercsts a deed to the
Treasury of the United States. The wildest
Soclallst could not have invented a more danger-
ous and alluring fallacy. The Payne bill com-
pletes the dellvery of the Treasury to the trusts,
and the American people, unable to resist the
appeals and pr of Republican leadership,
a leadership buttressed with the oratory of Bev -
eridge and Hughes, the perverted logic of Flihu
Ronot, the fulminations of Roosevelt and the |m-
posing proportions of Mr. Taft, having indorsed
the atroclous transaction at the polls, are now
witnessing the violation of their confideace in
this new license for unlimited pillage.
1t Is humiliating beyond all language to ob-
serve that the American Republic, founded to con -
tradict the tyrannies, the frenzies and the fanati~
clsms of ages that are dead, is to-day the bigoted
disciple of the darkest commercial fallacy of the
past, the doctrine of oppressive Imposts that
drain the country’s substance to involve at last
the muititudes they starve, the few theyigorge.
in common ruiln, the survival of that ancfent
mercantillsm which for three centuries embroiled
the European continent in trade rivairies, assaults,
reprisals, in cruel and exhausting conflicts. [Ap-
plause on the Democratic side.)
Across the pathway of the natlon’'s advance-
ment stand the leaders of the Republican party,
the Paynes, the Dalzells, the Aldriches, the Tafts
{appl on the D atlc side], votaries of the
outworn and harbarous doctrine of high protec-
tion, the doctrine that jocks up the markets of
the world, the doctrine that the Federal Treasury
must guarantee the profits of private Industry,
the doctrine that one man may permanently
flourish in another's sweat, another’s means,
another's blood: the doctrine that dries up the
springs of progress In the Individual and in the
State. [Applause on the Democraty #u=.]

Astronomical Watc*.
From the London Standard.
A Coventry Arm has produced an ast lcal
watch showing the various functlons of the
heavenly bodles. By its ald It s possible to tell
what constellations are visible at any particular
time and the relative positions of the sun and
moon. 1t shows the ordinary time and strikes
the hours and quarters in the same way as &
clock. The time of sun rising and sun setiing is
sot forth on one of the several dials. The advent
of the seasons Is also announced, together with
the tides. There are altogether seven diais, four
being on one side and three on the osher. The
watch, being not more than 274 Inches ln diameter,
is little larger than an ordinary timekeeper.
Over four years has been occupled in its pro
duction, and the value set upon thefwaich lsinearly

(

& thousand pounds.
g
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